






 

 

 

 

 

 

Interim Comment
In terms of Section 38(8), 38(4) of the National Heritage Resources Act (Act 25 of 1999)

Attention: Eskom Holdings SOC Ltd

P.O. Box 8610
Johannesburg
200

Applicant: Eskom Holdings SOC Ltd. Proposed Activity: Eskom Holdings SOC (Pty) Ltd, is proposing
the development of two separate Lime Plants, one on the northern and one on the southern sections
of the cooling towers at the Kriel Power Station (KPS), Mpumalanga Province, located entirely within
the existing KPS property of Kriel Power Station, 65 IS. Project Location: The Kriel Power Station is
situated approximately 43km south of eMalahleni (Witbank), 4km north east of the Matla Power Station
and 8km west of the town Kriel. The proposed development falls within the jurisdiction of the
eMalahleni Local Municipality and within the great Nkangala District Municipality. The affected
properties adjacent to Kriel Power Station includes the following: Driefontein 69, Portions 1, 3, 8, 9, 13,
15, 17, 30, 31 and 32 Nooitgedacht 59, Portion 8 Vaalpan 68, Portions 3 and 9 Vlaklaagte 83, Portion 2
Onverwacht 70, Portions 9 and Remainder of Portion 10 Matla Power Station 141 Basic Assessment
Process: In terms of Sections 24 and 24D of the National Environmental Management Act (No 107 of
1998), as read with Government Notice R324 – R327, as amended (2017), a Basic Assessment (BA) is
required for this project. Savannah Environmental is undertaking the required BA and public
participation process for the project.

Eskom (SOC) Ltd is proposing to upgrade the Lime Plant within the existing Kriel Power Station. The total area
for the proposed new upgrades will be 1.96 ha combined for the two separate Lime Plants. Construction areas
will include laydown areas and construction camps. Section 5 of the Basic Assessment report (BAR) states
that no specialist studies will be undertaken for this EA application due to the proposed Lime Plant area being
a brownfield site.

The assessment of heritage within the BAR concludes that although the proposed development area is
underlain by Very Highly palaeontologically significant Vryheid Formation, but there is moderate possibility of
uncovering fossil remains during construction because the site is heavily disturbed.
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The SAHRA Archaeology, Palaeontology and Meteorites (APM) Unit notes the assessment made in the BAR
regarding the palaeontological significance of the development area however, due to the potential impacts on
fossiliferous rocks a palaeontologist should review the assessment made in the BAR. Therefore, a Letter of
exemption with a Fossil Chance Finds procedure and geological map must be written by a suitably qualified
palaeontologist and submitted to SAHRA for comments. Prior to the submission of the BAR report to the
competent authority. The Fossil Chance Finds procedure must form part of the EMPr for implementation by
the ECO. The appointed palaeontologist must draft a fossil awareness programme for the construction team
induction, as well as train the ECO in the identification of fossils that may occur within the region. The BAR
does not provide an assessment of other types of heritage resources and the potential impacts that may occur
to them, therefore SAHRA also requires an exemption letter exempting this application from undertaking a HIA
must be submitted prior to the BAR submission to the competent authority. The letter must be drafted by a
suitably qualified archaeologist, who will assess whether the buildings visible via satellite images and other
heritage resources may be impacted by the development.

SAHRA will comment further once the letters are submitted to the case.

Should you have any further queries, please contact the designated official using the case number quoted
above in the case header.

Yours faithfully

________________________________________ 
Nokukhanya Khumalo
Heritage Officer
South African Heritage Resources Agency
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________________________________________ 
Phillip Hine
Acting Manager: Archaeology, Palaeontology and Meteorites Unit
South African Heritage Resources Agency

ADMIN:
Direct URL to case: http://www.sahra.org.za/node/520024
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